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April 23, 2021 
 
 
Dear BPS Community, 
 
When significant events happen in the world that we all are touched by, it is important that we 
connect as a community, support one another and reinforce our shared values. It is also 
important to talk to our children about these events and that we are open and honest with them 
as they grapple with the images, words, and multiple viewpoints shared on media platforms.  
 
So, I start with a message to our students. You are strong and resilient. We know because 
you’ve persevered through this tough year. You are creative and worthy. This week’s verdict will 
surely lead to a better world for all of you. The struggle for equality, fairness and justice doesn’t 
end with this verdict and you all will carry on the torch of determination so that hopefully one 
day, during your lifetime, these senseless acts of violence will stop. 
 
As we all awaited the verdict in the trial of Derek Chauvin in the murder of George Floyd, we 
knew and felt the significance and importance of this moment for our country and for Black 
people who have been denied justice in similar cases for too long.  
 
The guilty verdicts were one more step in the long fought battle towards progress for equal 
justice. For centuries, Black women and men’s lives have been taken without accountability. 
While the only real justice would be having George Floyd still alive, the verdict was a long 
overdue affirmation and an historical moment in our nation.  
 
For me personally, as I spoke with members of my family in my home state of Minnesota, I felt 
relief, grief, and renewed determination. While I make Boston my home, I have been sad 
watching my home city lose its way. But, I am hopeful that so many had the courage to speak 
out against this horrible murder that caused us all to pause one year ago, including his fellow 
officers and emergency personnel. This is what we all need to do when we see injustice. We 
need to stand up and speak out. We must do what we would want others to do for us. We must 
turn from being bystanders to allies and activists for each other, for our shared humanity.  
 
This verdict will not bring back George Floyd or countless others, and incarcerating this one 
man will not, by itself, end interpersonal or institutional racism. We have tremendous work to do 
right here in our school district to ensure that our young people study culturally affirming and 
accurate history, including ethnic studies; our students, caregivers, and employees become 
increasingly knowledgeable about the current realities of racism; that we may collectively apply 
an anti-racist lens to transform nearly every aspect of what we do, as we work toward our vision 
of being a nation-leading district that closes opportunity gaps for all students. 
 
As students, parents and guardians, educators, and other BPS staff, we will each process this 
news in different ways. I encourage each of you to take the time you need to reflect, share your 
feelings with others around you, and think about how to mark this moment in a manner that 
works best for you. 
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The resources shared below are the result of multiple departments working together to ensure 
each of us has the opportunity to access what we need at this time. 
 
Resources for students: 
Creating Supportive Learning Environments (CASEL) 
Talking About Race: Self Care 
The Four Bodies: A Holistic Tool Kit for Coping with Racial Trauma 
 
Resources for families: 
Talking to Young Children About Race and Racism  
Talking Race with Young Children 
How To Talk To Kids About Black Lives And Police Violence  
 
Resources for staff: 
Accountability, Justice, and Healing After Derek Chauvin’s Trial 
Resources for Educators on Racism and Police Violence 
The Traumatic Impact of Racism and Discrimination on Young People and How to Talk About It  
Resources to Respond to Tragedy and Violence  
 
Resources for everyone: 
Taking Care of Your Health 
 
As we prepare to welcome students back to learning after the spring recess, we will continue to 
make these resources available, along with others previously shared related to anti-Asian and 
anti-immigrant harassment and violence, and recovery from the devastating impacts of Covid. 
We have a long road of restoration and action toward justice ahead of us, and I am grateful that 
we will support one another as a community of healing and learning every step of the way. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius 
Superintendent 
 

https://casel.org/supportive-environments/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race/topics/self-care
https://medium.com/nappy-head-club/the-four-bodies-a-holistic-toolkit-for-coping-with-racial-trauma-8d15aa55ae06
https://www.pbs.org/parents/talking-about-racism
https://www.npr.org/2019/04/24/716700866/talking-race-with-young-children
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/04/868600478/q-a-how-to-talk-to-kids-about-george-floyd
https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources/current-events/justice-healing-accountability-after-derek-chauvins-trial?utm_campaign=fy21-educator-newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=122555057&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--thEhWPg0U7nNnu4N-zXesPlrHJUJxI1T1b8hXj5C_xUGSxsbsZrCOQsh2mK8_N2HyTLm363ILX_wMNi-czUlR69m9NA&utm_content=122555057&utm_source=hs_email
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17pZqRO0T1D73aScTm8N0qILclcToKY9avzvZmXjvFiU/edit
http://www.adolescenthealth.org/SAHM_Main/media/Anti-Racism-Toolkit/Traumatic-Impact-of-Racism-on-Young-People-(1).pdf
http://illinoiscivics.blogspot.com/2021/01/resources-to-respond-to-tragedy-and.html
https://www.bostonpublicschools.org/Page/8166

